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No better eulogy of Colonel Heyl than the foregoing record of gal- 
lant and faithful service can be written. For this and his many other 
fine traits of character he will be long remembered with honor. He 
was buried at Arlington, Virginia, with military honors. 

Colonel John Edmund Penn was born in the county of Patrick, July 
3, 1837. His father was Gabriel Penn, a grandson of Col. Abram Penn, 
who was a colonel in the Revolutionary war, and a nephew of John Penn, 
one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. 

Col. Penn belonged to a family well known in his division of the State 
for culture, refinement, hospitality and wealth. He enjoyed the best 
educational advantages. At the age of fifteen he went to a noted school 
of its day at Germantown, N. C; afterwards to Randolph-Macon Col- 
lege, where he graduated with distinction. Returning home he studied 
law under his kinsman, Judge Waller R. Staples ; afterwards going to 
the University of Virginia, where he finished his course of study. At 
the breaking out of the war between the States he promptly organized 
a company from his native county, Patrick, entering the Confederate 
army with the rank of captain. His gallant services as a soldier were 
very soon rewarded by promotion to the colonelcy of the Forty-second 
Virginia Regiment. At the battle of Sharpsburg, while acting in the 
capacity of Brigadier-General, he was shot down, captured and taken to 
Baltimore, where his leg was twice amputated. Returning to his home 
in the county of Patrick he began the practice of law and was soon 
elected commonwealth's attorney, which office he filled to the entire 
satisfaction of his constituents. When the State was admitted into the 
Union, he was elected Senator from the counties of Patrick, Floyd and 
Montgomery, and while in the Senate took an active part in the promo- 
tion of the Virginia Agricultural and Mechanical College, and secured 
its location at Blacksburg. He afterwards again represented the coun- 
ties of Patrick, Floyd and Carroll in the Senate, serving with distinction 
from 1869 to 1876, inclusive, being one of the leaders of his party in that 
body. 

In November, 1866, Col. Penn married Alice Grant Hoge, daughter 
of Hon. Daniel H. Hoge, of Montgomery, member of Congress, and a 
lawyer and speaker of ability. After his marriage he continued to 
live in his native county, where he was for many years at the head of 
the bar, honored and esteemed for his many private as well as public 
virtues. 

In 1882 Col. Penn moved to Salem, Roanoke county, where he soon 
acquired a lucrative practice. In 1883 he formed a co-partnership with 
Lucian H. Cocke, and in 1885 purchased a handsome home in Roanoke 
city, where he continued to live to the time of his death. In Roanoke his 
high attainments as a lawyer, his skill as an advocate, his eloquence and 
ability as a speaker, and his industry and zeal for his clients, soon made 
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him the leader of the Roanoke bar, and gave to him a reputation as a 
lawyer of learning and ability not confined to the limits of his State. 

The announcement of his death, on the 27th day of September, 1895, 
was received with marked expression of sorrow, and the memorial pro- 
ceedings of the courts in which he practiced, the bar to which he be- 
longed, the church of which he was a member, and the meetings of the 
citizens generally, testified not only to the high regard in which he was 
held, but of the deep affection which his high traits of character had pro- 
duced in all who knew him, and their sincere appreciation of the great 
loss that all had suffered in his death. 



